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1.1 Soil Governance
Soil governance concerns policies and strategies and the processes of decision-making
by nation states and local governments on how the soil is utilized. Governing the soil requires
international and national collaboration between governments, local authorities, industries and
citizens to ensure implementation of coherent policies that encourage practices and
methodologies that regulate the usage of the soil resource to avoid degradation and conflict
between users.

The Global Soil Partnership (GSP) of the United Nations was created in 2012 to fill a global
gap in soil governance. The main purpose is to reverse the growing trend of soil degradation
through the promotion of sustainable soil management. The GSP has adopted three different but
interrelated approaches to address the current global soil issues: i) policy advocacy ii)
development of technicaltools, and iii) programmatic actions focused on the implementation of
sustainable soil management practices at field level.

GSP focused its activities on building a strong network with multi-stakeholder partners.
The first step to achieve this was the establishment of eight regional soil partnerships (RSP) in
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, Europe, including the Eurasian subregional soil
partnership, Near East and North Africa, North America, and Pacific. In total, the regional
partnerships are composed by 194 countries also FAO member states. Almost all indicated a
person to be appointed as focal point to represent the country to the GSP. In addition, the
Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soil (ITPS) was established. This panel is composed of 27
top soil scientists that demonstrated their technical capacity to analyse global problems. By using
their expertise, the first-ever report on the Status of the World’s Soil Resources was prepared in
collaboration with a large number of experts with the desire to include soil-related targets and
indicators in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Noting the lack of standard technical procedures, the GSP devoted more attention to the
formulation of policy and technical guidelines, such as the revised Global Soil Charter and the
Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Soil Management (VGSSM). Major efforts have focused on
addressing recognized global threats to soil health by improving knowledge and implementation
of the VGSSM as a way to halt soil degradation and on the implementation of the International

Code of Conduct for the Sustainable Use and Management of Fertilizers. To ensure that policy



makers and governments are fully aware of soil and ecosystem services and include them in
policy frameworks, the GSP has prepared the legal platform called SoiLEX to provide users with
a selection of the most relevant legal instruments for soil protection and conservation, grouped
by the type of degradation process they address or by the tools they provide.
1.2 Soil Governance in Thailand
1.2.1 Current Situation and Future direction of Thailand’ Development

The country vision as stipulated in the National Strategy is “to become a

developed country with security, prosperity and sustainability in accordance with the Sufficiency

Economy Philosophy”
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Tn Thailand, national Strategies are focus on an appropriate balance between social and
economic development and environmental stewardship. The six key strategies are 1) national
security 2) national competitiveness enhancement 3) human capital development and
strengthening 4) social cohesion and just society 5) eco-friendly development and growth and
6) public sector rebalancing and development. The National Strategy for all sectors has linkage
between vision of the National Strategy, National Strategy, National Economic and Social
Development Plan and Agricultural Development Plan under the National Economic and Social

Development Plan
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Figure 2: Linkages between the 20-year National Strategy (2017-2036), the Twelfth National Economic and Social Development Plan,
and the Agricultural Development Plan under the Twelfth Plan (2017-2021)

1.2.2 Administration in Thailand
The administrative of Thailand are regulated by the National Government
Organization Act, BE 2534, the services are divided into three levels: central, provincial and local,
the central government consists of ministries, bureaus, and departments and the provincial
government consists of provinces. Each province is led by a Governor
1.2.3 Soil Resource and Land Use in Thailand
In 2022, 23,776,000 hectares of land, equivalent to 46% of the country’s total
area, were found suitable for agricultural use. The 30% of the population engaged in agricultural
sectorand 40% of total land for agriculture, growing mainly rice, cassava, maize, sugarcane, rubber,
and oil palm. Smallholder farmers play a vital role in agriculture and food security. In addition,
status of soil resources, we are facing on mainly low fertility, which the most of low fertile soil
occurs in the Northeast of Thailand. The problems of soil (19%of whole area) also limited for
agriculture, there are organic soil, saline soil, acid sulfate soil, sandy soil, and shallow soil with the
most area especially in sloping area. We also have soil erosion risk occurring in many areas
especially in the steep slope. Moreover, we are facing on rapidly aging farmers with the young
moving out of farming. We also still large inequality in land ownership that found 40% of
households do not have land ownership. This social situation may be limited for sustainable soil

management, especially in knowledge and technology transfer.



Y, n$wennsau  HE
m Rt . G Soll resource and Land use
R 7 In 2022, 23,776,000 hectares of land, equivalent to 46% of the
country’s total area, were found suitable for agricultural use.

mslateulusinittube)

‘ aAsnumwW
d1>\§un1sunuﬂs 148.6 @l

wduices 4635 uoudlyison

dnumwdﬁm{umsmmi
e 18,71 uoodafiiu

h. womsUgnilo v‘)uﬂﬁlu»\m :au

t’.

Irn.u dwls
f Among these, 1,817,600 hectares had low fertility due to

natural degradation and inappropriate land use practices,
particularly the cultivation of unsuitable crops.

3 O% of the population engaged
in agricultural sector

4 6 04 of total land for agriculture,

growing mainly rice, cassava,
maize, sugarcane, rubber, and

oil palm

‘Smallholder farmers play a vital role in
agriculture and food security
o

b on sustainable soil and land raragermert %
bare, Learn, Inspire )2

Low soil fertility

The most of low fertility
seurred in ,\Iﬂl'lh\:ﬂ\'l

ved by Narth, Central, 2%
East and South 1"-\ [

18.72%
m Miscellaneous

11.91%

Soil erosion has beex identif
one of the most destructive fo
of land degradation.

These area found extensively in the
steep slope, less vegetation cover, erodible
soil and no conservation practices




Additionally, we also focus on the specific issue including gender and child labour.
Therefore, so, the social issue has also impact on the success of sustainable soil management.
We suggest that soil governance will be successful if it consists of 1) strong rules and clear
management processes, 2) consistent and collaborative actions at all levels (Requires national
and international collaboration), 3) actions must cover all forms of land use, not just in the
agricultural sector (Articulate the interests) and 4) operators must understand the real problems
and prioritize the problems appropriately

1.2.4 Key Components on Soil Governance

The key components (KC) on soil governance in order to drive sustainable soil

management in Thailand is divided into 6 components including
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1) restoration of degraded soil; Land use planning can pave the way for
achieving sustainable soil management and reducing conflicts in particular between users and
government sectors. The Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives includes the Agricultural Land
Reform Office and Land Development Department, which are responsible for allocating land to
farmers and land-use classification, respectively. The Land Development Department (LDD) is the

main organization responsible for soil survey and soil mapping, land improvement and land use



planning. The LDD has prepared the land use plan of Thailand to be a guideline for making policy
recommendations on land use and land resource management to drive the nation towards
sustainable development goals. In addition, Agricultural Land Reform Office (ALRO) provide land
to the landless farmers, and enforcing fare distribution of land among them by giving them land
ownership under the Agricultural Land Reform program. Moreover, The Office of the National
Land Policy Committee, (NLPC), is a government agency under the Office of the Prime Minister.
They play a role and duty to set the framework and guidelines for land and soil resource

management in the country, including solving urgent problems for the people.

Context of the Land Use Plan

Response to Policy and Land Use Planning
in Agricultural Area

Product land use plans for planning the development cover on any area.
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2) strengthening soil information and monitoring; To develop tools and
system and harmonize laboratory analysis. The LDD work for the purposes of supporting and
linkage to activities under the implementation project, tools, system, legislation enforcement, etc.

3) awareness and participation; Promotes education and social awareness
about the importance of soil for life, with the participation of multiple actors, particularly local
actors. A set of Agricultural and relevant other Data and information under collaboration from all

sectors was integrated for Agriculture management. For instance, a set of 45 layers of information



from all sectors was analyzed and used for making decision on Agricultural land management
through the Tool as named Agri-Map.

4) Knowledge, Research, Innovation, and technology transfer; We have
collaborative research and work within various frameworks. We also promote integration of
scientific and traditional knowledge in order to promote technological innovations adapted to
needs of different socio-ecological (social geography or geosocial) contexts,

5) Coordinator and cooperation; to articulate sustainable soil management
with multiple actors from all sectors. International and national collaboration between
governments, local authorities, industries and citizens to ensure implementation of coherent
policies are required that encourage practices and methodologies that regulate the usage of the
soil resource to avoid degradation and conflict between users. In thiscomponent, the key success
is farmer’s network as Thailand soil doctor program, soil doctors, they play an important role and
being mechanism in transfer knowledge and technology and also education and social awareness
in soil and land development to increase the efficiency of agricultural production in Thailand.
the Most of the farmers joined us, because of factor that motivates farmers to join is to adhere
to the sufficiency economy philosophy of the royal initiative of His Majesty the Late King Bhumibol
Adulyadej (Rama IX).

6) harmonize the existing legal instrument for soil and land; We emphasize
to Articulate sustainable soil management with multiple actors from all sectors. Land” is
considered an immensely valuable property. We have the existing legal instruments on soil
protection and the prevention of soil degradation in Thailand. The existing legal instruments on
soil protection and the prevention of soil degradation in Thailand.

The Legal Framework of Land Regulation and Governance

The five following major pieces of legislation constitute the core of
Thailand’s land regulation and governance framework: 1) Thailand’s Constitution, 2) The Land
Code Promulgating, The Land Code Promulgating (is Thailand’s primary land legislation), 3) The
Agricultural Land Reform (The Agricultural Land Reform Office (ALRO) was initially formed to
provide rent assistance to farmers), 4) The Land Development Act of 2008 established a national
Land Development Committee to help improve the utilization and productivity of the country’s

agricultural land and 5) The Land Readjustment governs processes for land re-plotting and
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development to improve land utilization. The Act established a national Land Re-adjustment

Committee charged with developing policy and identifying areas for re-adjustment.

The Land Readjustment Act of 2004 governs Thailand’s Constitution is directive principles of state policies, section 72
processes for land re-plotting and development provides for the state te take actions relating to land, water resources and
energy as follows:

(1) to plan land use to be appropriate to the area conditions and
potential of the land according to the principles of sustainable
development.

to improve land utilization. The Act established
a national Land Re-adjustment Committee
charged with developing policy and
identifying areas for re-adjustment
The Act also set the rules for the
creation of Land Associations
made up of landowners in
re-adjustment areas and
Provincial Committees to
govern the process.

(2} to undertake town planning at every level and to
enforce such town planning efficiently, and develop
towns toward prosperity as needs of people in the area.

(3) to provide measures far distribution of
landhalding’s in orcler to thoroughly and fairly
allow people to have land for making a living.

major pieces of
legislation for land
regulation & governance

The Land Code Promulgating

is primary land legislation. The Land
Code identifies various tenure types,
including ownership and use rights, The
Land Code, as established by a National
Land Allocation Committee, is
responsible for identifying land for land
allocation for the people, delimitation
of rights in land, issuance of documents
showing rights in land, land survey,
recording rights and legal acts,
limitation of rights in land for religious
purpose, limitation of foreigner’s rights

The Land Development \
is to help improve the
utilization and productivity
of the country’s agricultural
land. The Act authorizes

the committee to engage in

)

N
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land use planning; develop soil and » AEOS[G'[ j0 »Y a in land, limitation of rights in land of
water conservation measures; support . 4 1o 3 6‘ some categories of juristic persons,
farmers; conduct surveys; create plans 4 Ll PUE'[ |e‘m“n:“, trade in land, fees, and penalties.

for the impravement of soil

The Agricultural Land Reform Act of 1975, due to the
importance of the agricultural sector and issues relating to land
ownership (The Agricultural Land Reform Office (ALRO)

Laws and Policies Related to Soil and Land Resources In Thailand, soil
and land protection are regulated by legislation and land use planning document such as the
Forest Act and the National Forest Act, the Law on Environmental Protection, the Law on Land
Protection, and the Law on Agricultural Land. The LDD Act was been published in the
Government Gazette in 1983, The main purposes are as follows: 1) to define the definition of land
development, 2) to establish a land development committee. It consists of the Minister of
Agriculture and Cooperatives and the chief executive of government agencies related to land
development and 3) to survey and to analyze soil or land to know the natural fertility and
suitability for land use, land classification, land development and to conduct an agricultural
census. Land Rights and Land Documents; ownership of land in Thailand is governed by the Land
Code Promulgating. A land title deed is issued by the Department of Lands. The Department of Lands

is the only competent authority to deal with land and registering and transferring private rights over land.
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1.2.5 Soil Governance Challenges in Thailand
Soil Governance Challenges has 3 issues including 1) gender balance: most of
laborer in agricultural system are youth and women who are uneducated, leading to a lack of
knowledge on soil management 2) land tenure: People without land rights can neglect fertility
improvement of land and soil resources. Law enforcement is unavailable, and 3) migration:
migration cause by land degradation and loss of productivity. Recommendation for Soil
Governance is should be considered including low enforcement at national level, building of
incentive through supporting by all sectors and awareness raising on soil management.
1.2.6 Conclusion
According to our current situation, National strategy, Policy and Action Plan,

which link to the key components of Soil Governance as mentioned above. However, soil and
land management still need to update new technology, as well as the transfer of existing
knowledge about soil and water conservation practices and soil development research to drive
policies against poverty and land degradation. In addition, well designed land use planning in
conjunction with appropriate legal, political, social, and physical techniques, can pave the way
for achieving sustainable soil and land quality controls. Simultaneously, these efforts can help to
reduce conflicts over land use between government officers and land users
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Pr ogramm
1:00-1:05 Welcome remarks
1:05-1:15 Opening polls
1:15-1:30 The National Soil Health Program and the Implementation of PD 1435
1:30-1:45 Soil governance in Thailand: an overview
1:45-1:55 Interactive session with polls
1:55-2:10 Global Soil Partnership’s tools for improved soil governance and country support
2:10-2:25 The impact of land-use policy on biodiversity on world’s grassland: A global empirical
analysis
2:25-2:35 Open discussion on improving soil governance in Asia
2:35-3:00 International Soil and Water Forum
- PBrainstorming on the aspects to discuss at the thematic session on the creation of
socio-economic and political environments to the practice of sustainable soil
management
3:00 Closing remarks
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